Dear …..:

We have been informed by the Center for Civil and Legislative Reform (ECCLR) of a government-executed forced eviction in the Giza Governorate on 25 August 2015. We express our strongest objection to this gross violation and breach of Arab Republic of Egypt’s international commitments to prevent and remedy forced evictions within its jurisdiction.

We understand from ECCLR, press reports and photographic evidence circulating on the internet that a demolition force from the Giza Governorate combined with police forces and bulldozers demolished the poor dwellings located at al-Sudan Street and carried out bloody attacks on the poor inhabitants who contested their demolition. The police used sticks, tear gas, and rubber bullets against the inhabitants, injuring tens of them and causing one woman to miscarry.
Most of the families did not receive alternative housing or other form of reparation for this crime carried out in the governorate. The governorate claimed that it had allocated 75 flats for the families; however, according to the local residents, only 20 families were relocated to flats. The remaining 95 families were subjected to brutal treatment, the demolition of their dwellings and the confiscation of their belongings.

Center for Civil and Legislative Reform, lawyers and housing rights defenders have joined the evicted inhabitants in submitting a petition to the General Prosecutor's office. We await news of corresponding action on the part of the General Prosecutor’s Office.

In the meantime, we note that the violent forced eviction at al-Sudan Street derogates previously agreed-upon principles, including the 2014 Egyptian Constitution’s guarantee of “the right of citizens to adequate, safe and healthy housing” (Article 78). The present Constitution also provides: “All forms and types of arbitrary forced displacement of citizens shall be prohibited and shall be a crime that is not subject to statute of limitations” (Article 63).This latest development at al-Sudan Street has dashed expectations of Egypt’s transition toward governance based on social justice and the rule of law.
Despite successive governments in Egypt, we are witnessing a disturbing pattern in the practice of forced eviction of the country’s poorest citizens. Historically, the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) already has addressed Egypt’s practice the Egyptian government, through its Concluding Observations. Already in 2000, the Committee noted Egypt’s breach of treaty obligations under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) by carrying out forced evictions of people from many areas whose population lack adequate housing and secure livelihoods. 

After failing to report on its implementation of the treaty for eight years, Egypt finally came under review again in 2013. Then the Committee observed the Arab Republic of Egypt’s “inadequate investment…in affordable housing, resulting in a high percentage of the population living in informal settlements [without] adequate infrastructure or facilities.” CESCR also registered its concern about widespread forced evictions due to the lack of secure tenure, in beach of the state’s obligations under Article 11 of ICESCR. 

CESCR called on the state to establish legal definitions compliant with the Covenant for “adequate housing,” “informal settlements,” and “security of tenure,” especially in light of the government’s unpopular Egypt 2052 Plan. The Committee also strongly recommended that Egypt “ensure that persons affected by forced evictions have access to an adequate remedy, restitution of their property, and compensation.”

As previous Egyptian governments had established a pattern of forced evictions without ensuring reparations or alternative accommodation, the CESCR repeated reminded Egypt’s government representatives of their obligations under Article 11 of the Covenant, including with reference to the Committee’s General Comment No. 4 on the right to adequate housing, as well as General Comment No. 7 on forced evictions. The CESCR treaty body also has called upon Egypt to develop an appropriate housing policy.

We join the Center for Civil and Legislative Reform in noting further that these violations of the human rights to adequate housing—by omission and commission—deepen the impoverishment of ordinary Egyptians and perpetuate the cycle of severe poverty for citizens who already suffer from deprivation and lack the most basic rights. These are principal reasons why citizens mounted the 25 January Revolution and demand better living conditions. Of course, the practice of willful neglect, destruction and eviction from housing is incompatible with the commitment that the State has made internationally toward the Millennium Development Goal No. 7 of poverty alleviation and the eradication of slums and the commitments that Egypt made at Habitat II, in 1996, to prevent and remedy forced evictions.

Even at the regional level, Egypt has reaffirmed its commitment in the Rabat Declaration (1995) and Manama Declaration (2000) to the progressive realization of the human right to adequate housing, reinforcing principles of partnership and participation, including through legislative measures. This repeated commitment includes opposition to the practice of eviction (expulsion), however, only with reference to the Israeli practice in occupied Palestine.

In light of the recent events and the continuing pattern of violation of the human right to housing carried out by successive governments of the Arab Republic of Egypt we urge your prompt response in order to:

· Provide suitable adequate alternative accommodation immediately for all affected residents of the Sudan Street eviction as part of their right to reparations;

· Promptly develop a plan to develop al-Sudan Street area in partnership with all of its inhabitants, including those affected by the recent eviction, to improve facilities and basic services and citizen involvement in the urban-development process, consistent with General Comment No. 4 of the CESCR, Habitat II commitments and international best practices;

· Ensure prosecution and accountability of the public servants in all spheres of government, as well as any private actors responsible for ordering or executing the 25 August 2015Sudan Street forced eviction.

We also look forward to learning about your prompt and appropriate action to implement the full human rights of persons under your jurisdiction, including the fulfillment of corresponding obligations of all spheres of government in Egypt related to the 25 August Sudan Street forced eviction.

Respectfully,

